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The Stone Cutter

There was once a stone cutter who was dissatisfied with himself and
with his position in life. One day he passed a wealthy merchant's house.
Through the open gateway, he saw many fine possessions and important
visitors. "How powerful that merchant must be!" thought the stone cutter.
He became very envious and wished that he could be like the merchant. To
his great surprise, he suddenly became the merchant, enjoying more
luxuries and power than he had ever imagined, but envied and detested by
those less wealthy than himself. Soon a high official passed by, carried in a
sedan chair, accompanied by attendants and escorted by soldiers beating
gongs. Everyone, no matter how wealthy, had to bow low before the
procession. "How powerful that official is!" he thought. "I wish that I could
be a high official!” Then he became the high official, carried everywhere in
his embroidered sedan chair, feared and hated by the people all around. It
was a hot summer day, so the official felt very uncomfortable in the sticky
sedan chair. He looked up at the sun. It shone proudly in the sky, unaffected
by his presence. "How powerful the sun is!" he thought. "T wish that I could
be the sun!" Then he became the sun, shining fiercely down on everyone,
scorching the fields, cursed by the farmers and laborers. But a huge black
cloud moved between him and the earth, so that his light could no longer
shine on everything below. "How powerful that storm cloud is!" he thought.
"I wish that I could be a cloud!"

Then he became the cloud, flooding the fields and villages, shouted at
by everyone. But soon he found that he was being pushed away by some
great force, and realized that it was the wind. "How powerful it is!" he
thought. "I wish that I could be the wind!"

Then he became the wind, blowing tiles off the roofs of houses,
uprooting trees, feared and hated by all below him. But after a while, he ran
up against something that would not move, no matter how forcefully he
blew against it - a huge, towering rock. "How powerful that rock is!" he
thought. "I wish that I could be a rock!"

Then he became the rock, more powerful than anything else on earth.
But as he stood there, he heard the sound of a hammer pounding a chisel
into the hard surface, and felt himself being changed. "What could be more
powerful than I, the rock?" he thought.

He looked down and saw far below him the figure of a stone cutter.

Author Unknown
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH
YOUR CHURCH

Parish Priest: Fr. Yessai Bedros
559-226-6343 f.isaiah@hotmail.com

Parish Council: Jeff Markarian
559-696-9826 Markarian@cpaplus.com

Ladies Society: Darlene Chardukian
559-301-8027 dchardukian@gmail.com

Men’s Forum: Ted Mooradian
559-435-7004
tedmooradian@sbcglobal.net

Senior ACYO: Mariam Iskenyan
559-776-7404 fresnoacyo@gmail.com

Junior ACYO: Keghart Bedros
559-290-6474 acyojuniors@gmail.com

Sunday School: Anton Kismetian
559-696-5143 maralanto@sbcglobal.net

Saturday School: Margarit Dumanyan
559-577-5659 dumanyan@ckacs.org

Athleties: Tim Kuckenbaker
559-470-3306 tim_kbaker@gmail.com

Choir: Roza Pashayan
559-307-1035

Avaks: Dn. Allan Jendian
559-313-7483 ayjendian@gmail.com

K.E.F. (Keeping. Everyone. Faithful.)
559-226-6343 stpaul kefclub@gmail.com
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St. Paul Armenian Church
3767 N. First St,
Fresno, CA 93726

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
info@stpaulfresno.com

SUNDAY LITURGIES
Morning Services - 9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m.
OFFICE: 559-226-6343
KITCHEN: 559-224-3812

WEBSITE
www.stpaulfresno.com

FACEBOOK /INSTAGRAM




Sunday, February 2 will be the Annual Parish Assembly. All eligible members should have received
the annual Assembly Book with information for the Assembly, and we encourage your participation.
To be eligible to participate in the Assembly, you must have paid your annual dues by December 31,
2024. If you are unable to participate in person, an option to participate via Zoom is available.

The Annual Parish Assembly will include the discussion of strategic planning that we will be
undertaking to help plan for the future of our Parish, as well as financial and facility issues and our
annual elections. This year we will be electing five members to the Parish Council; as outgoing
members Charles Garabedian, Anton Kismetian, and Jeanette Migirian have completed their terms on
the council and Jeff Markarian and Vartush Mesropyan are running for re-election.

Thank you to everyone who attended the annual Jurakalouyts (Christmas Eve) Dinner on Sunday,
January 5. We had a large increase in attendance this year with close to 200 people enjoying one of
our Parish’s most popular events. Many thanks to Yeretsgin Vartine and her committee for all of your
hard work and making this annual event so successful!

On Saturday, March 1st, the ACYO Juniors will be hosting a Poon Paregentan dinner and dance at the
Haig Berberian Hall. This will be a great celebration as we prepare to enter the Lenten season.
Tickets can be purchased on Sundays after church or by calling (559) 290-6474.

Annual statements of contributions will be mailed that will list your contributions to the Church in
2024. Please keep this information with your income tax records, and contact the church office if you
have any questions or note any errors on your annual contribution statement.

Upon receiving your 2025 Pledge Form, we urge you to complete and return it to the Church at your
earliest convenience as the annual pledge forms help us to plan the Church finances for the year.




LADIES SOCIETY

Love is in the air; we love our Ladies at St. Paul Armenian Church! We are hardworking and fun
loving and always want to get the “Job” done. This month is special because we are hosting our
Men’s Forum for a fun evening at the “Fair” on Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., at the St.
Paul Haig Berberian Hall. Our monthly dinner will be transformed to an enchanting evening with
“The Front Line-Barber Shop Quartet’ and a delicious dinner of specialties you might find at the Fair!
Be sure to join us with your friends and family for a delightful evening. The cost is $20/person and
you can call Diane Messerlian for your reservations at 559-301-2515 or email her at
dianerose09@yahoo.com.

Also, please be sure to make your reservations to join us for our annual “Sip, Savor, and Shop” event
coming up soon (see attached flyer). You won’t want to miss our fun activities!

If you have any questions or would like to become a member of The Ladies Society, please contact
Darlene at 559-301-8027. We’ll see you in church!

Men’s Forum

The new year for Men’s Forum began with over thirty members and guests on hand for the first
Dinner-Meeting of the year on the evening of Wednesday, January 15, at the St. Paul Minor
Hall. Those fortunate enough to attend enjoyed a delicious beef kebab dinner provided by The Ark
Mediterranean Grill. For the second time in three years, our Secretary-Treasurer, Jeff Markarian,
C.P.A., provided an informative program regarding changes in the new tax law and planning for
personal financial retirement. Jeff was assisted by Anton Kismetian, who coordinated the on-screen
display graphics for the presentation. A question and answer session followed from an appreciative
audience.

For the month of February, there will not be a regularly scheduled Dinner-Meeting. Instead, Forum
members will be invited by the Ladies Society to share in a special Pre-Valentine’s Day event to be
held on Wednesday evening, Feb. 12,at the St. Paul Haig Berberian Hall. This promises to be a fun
event as Chairlady, Darlene Chardukian, and her committee are planning a special ‘picnic-style’
dinner, featuring Polish Sausage hot dogs, chili, chips, three salads (potato, macaroni, and broccoli),
apple pie, and root beer floats. Entertainment will be provided by the ‘Front Line Barber Shop
Quartet’ of Fresno. An announcement flyer will be forthcoming.

We strongly encourage our members to attend the Sunday, Feb. 2, Annual St. Paul Parish Assembly,
following the Sunday Badarak and luncheon. There will be important ideas and plans to be discussed
that will impact the future of the St. Paul Armenian Church Parish.




Senior ACYO

“Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s
message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to
you.” 2 Thessalonians 3:1

Happy beginning of the year everyone! The Senior ACYO will hold their next
general meeting on February 9, 2025 following Badarak. Please feel free to join us and
bring any new ideas you are interested in for future Senior ACYO activities.

*If you have any questions or would like to join Senior ACYO, please contact
Mariam Iskenyan, at (559) 776-7404 or Der Yessai at (559) 691-7931 or by
Instagram @st.paul_acyo.

Junior ACYO

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you.” Exodus 20:12

We thank God for keeping our families and members safe! For the month of January,
several of our members attended the ACYO Convention 2025 at Holy Apostles Tujunga.
We presented our achievements throughout last year and our goals for the new year. We
all had a great time and cannot wait until Convention 2026.

During this time, we also planned, and now are happy to announce, St. Paul ACYO
Juniors Poon Paregentan Dinner and Dance on March 1st, 2025. More information
regarding tickets and time are posted on our social media. We will also have a ticket
booth during Fellowship and if you are unable to join us there, you can always call
(559)290-6474. We can’t wait to see you there!

If you are interested in joining St. Paul Junior ACYO, our next meeting will be on
February 16, 2025, and you are welcome to join us after church! If you have any
questions regarding St. Paul Juniors ACYO, please contact our Chairman Keghart
Bedros at (559)290-6474 or stpauljuniors@gmail.com! Follow us on Instagram:
st.paul_acyo and Facebook: Fresno Acyo!




= o A i'

ér =
sunnAYscFlo
Growing Together In €

I .:f"r

Sunday School would like to thank all parents and students for the wonderful Nativity
play on January 5th! We also want to say thanks to everyone for bringing the kids and
participating/supporting our Sunday School program! Special thanksto the families
that helped to bring goodies for Fellowship for both Sunday School and Junior ACYO!

We will continue assembly and class lessons in February and then begin Lent on March
3rd.

Many Thanks!
Superintendent Anton and Teachers Maral, Marina, and Darlene




Yughakin Donations

Nicholas & Nancy Boghosian
Albert & Barbara Nichols
Allen & Erin Kachadurian

Richard & Geraldine Hagopian
Kay & Rosemary Paboojian
Mark Bohigian
Jane & Mallory Moosoolian
Jackie Manoogian
Nelly Kalamkarian
Krikor Kohayan
Patty Torosian
Bethany Baker
Krikor & Tsovinar Kasnakjian
Leah Melidonian
Ara Topouzkhanian
Jack & Melene Ouzounian
Basmajian Family
Peggy Akbiyikian
Joyce Kerkorian
Jeff & Michele Markarian
Mary Egoian
Joyce Peloian & Gary McCrea
Elsie Bedrosian
Paul & Kathleen Mesple
Bob & Dorothy Juskalian
Beverly Belardineli
Mathias Matoian
Jirayr & Mariam Hancer
Aram & Lisa Tokatian
Briske Barsamian
Barry & Carole Chooljian
Artin & Armine Jibilian
Greg & Jacqueline Grazier
Ben & Clarice Krikorian
Mark & Marylyn Topoozian
Mark & Margaret Shirin
Zaven & Berjouhie Devejian
Janice Hallaian
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Pastor and Parish Council gratefully acknowledge
the following donations. May God bless you and your families

Donations In Memory of David Basmajian
Shake Akilyan Ronald, Rose & Susan Basmajian
James & .Connie Meli'kian In Memory of Mimi Koligian
John & Lisa Garabedian Paul & Kathleen Mesple

Angela Kutnerian Margaret Hokokian

Isabel Bayrakdarian Jack & Melene Ouzounian

Narek Khatchikian Janice Hallaian

Rod & Carol Stark
In Memory of Harold Antranikian
In Honor of Alice Koligian’s Karen Beish
100th B-Day
Bart & Agnes Hagopian

Dajar Donation

Alice Vartanian

Phillip Vartanian

Christine Vartanian Datian
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ng St. Paul Parish Extends Its Sincere Sympathies to the
CMemory Following Families:

12-30-2024 - Resmik Danielyan - survived by family & friends.

MAY GOD REST THEIR SOULS IN PEACE




January 5, 2025 - Levon Sargsyan, Aida Sargsyan & Khachik Monte Sargsyan:
Received the Sacraments of Baptism. Congratulations to the parents, Arman & Satenik
Papikian -Sargsyan and the entire Sargsyan and Papikian families.

Congratulations on this wonderful milestone!

) Wedding

iCongratulations to Narek Khatchikian & Sara Beberian who were married on Saturday,
January 18, 2025.

We congratulate their parents, Garo & Noune Khatchikian, Gregory & Tracy Beberian

and the entire Khatchikian and Beberian families.
|

May the Lord continue to bless them and their loved ones as they
start their new journey of life together.
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, St. Paul Ladies Society
* ¥ Invites you to:

Sip, Savor, Shop!!

Saturday, February 22
11:30 am to 3:00 pm

St. Paul Armenian Church

3767 N. First St, Fresno

Bubbly & Brunch
$20 per person

Chair Yoga & Hand Massage

Vendor Fair
featuring Local Artisans
Handmade Gifts, Food,
Beauty Products, Jewelry,
Home Decor, Gourmet Coffee
and morel! &




ST. PAUL ACYO JUNIORS PRESENTS
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f\SATURDAY, MARCH 1ST 202
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Dinner amL Dance

ENTERTAINMENT AND FOOCD BY

DJ MHER AND YEREVAN
RESTAURANT

| DOORS OPEN 7 PM, DINNER 7:30PM

H

! ROUTE: HAIG BERBERIAN HALL - 3767 N FIRST ST,
| FRESNO, CA 93726

\ |

N\
<(\ PURCHASE TICKETS AFTER CHURCH OR CALL (559)-290-6474

)PQQ%_ BY FEBRUARY 26TH, 2025. -(%
R L £t \

Adult Ticket: $50 Children Under 10: $257




-11-

ARAZ BAKERY
559-375-1202

arazbakeryfresno

2767 W Shaw Ave Unit 117
Fresno, CA 93711

g

Maniesh Tahmi Bread Ajarakan  Minl Khachapuri

g

Spinach Borek Cheese Barek  Spicy Borek

Lahmajune

FRESNO AUTO SERVICE

Forcign & Domestic Car Repair 5hop

Phone: (5569) 441-7141
Fax: (559) 441-7078
Email: fresnoautosemce@gmall com

Address: 103 N. Broadway St.
Fresno, CA 93701

ROBERT HANCER
ceLL: 559-288-2713
orrice: 559-435-2505
790 W. SHAW, SUITE 394
FRESNO, CA 93704

¢ FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE [

+» IMMEDIATE PAYMENT BY \

s CASH
» CHEQUE

TURNING YOUR SOLIDS
INTO LIQUID ASSETS

WE BUY GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM, SILVERWARE,
ROLEX WATCHES, JADE, COINS, DIAMONDS, PAINTINGS!

QUR SHOWROOM IS DISCREET & CONFIDENTIAL WE ARE LOCATED

IN FIG GARDEN VILLAGE, IN THE WELLS FARGO BANK BUILDING.
FUNERAL
HOME

/%st & om

Willard “Billy” Phipps, President
Scott Harrell, Vice President & General Manager
Doug Yavanian, Community Relations
Jack Sarafian, Emeritus

559-237-4147

1002 T Street
Fresmno, Californlia 93721

Facelogic is now carrymg and proudly using Nairian
natural procfucts om Armenia for our Signature
Facials. Sfacuz[ waxing. Make your
appomtment Ey calZ" ing 559-324-7546.

Whitehurst, Sullivan, Burns & Blair
Funeral Home
 Donald Cardell
Funeral Director FDR 1185
Manager
iy Ditnil Pumamburads I'LDigm;y'

836 E. Nees Ave.

Fresno, CA 93720

{559) 227-4048.
www.whitehurstsulilvan.com




St. Paul Armenian Church
3767 North First Street
Fresno, CA 93726

Non- Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit N2 134
Fresno, CA

Change Service Requested

U. 100U 2USUUSULEUSS
BYBB8h, B0

You can place a personal or business
m St. Paul BookStore message ‘iin theul)zjar.
- . It will be repeated in all the issues of the Dajar
anc_lfglﬂfShOP for as long as you wish.
ook | Our Dajar is mailed monthl
| [NTHE FOYEROF | ur Dajar 1s mailed montnly to over
| BERBERIAN HALL | 900 addresses.
T THE RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
] Back inside cover fullpage: $500/ Year
Open Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 3 pam. $300 / 6 Months
o Sundays after church $150 /3 Months
Inside fill page: $100 / Month
We Have... e
Armenian and English Bibles, Sacred and Inside halfpage: 32(5) (; /N%?nth
Secular Music CDs, Books on The Armenian | | ... ... T . ear
Genocide, Armenian History, Business card size: $25 / Month
Church History, and Teachings, Armenian $250/ Year
i !
Cooking and much more! To place an ad please call the
Beautiful Gifts for all occasions! Church office at 559-226-6343.




