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        Hopefully this month’s Dajar finds everyone safe and healthy during these most challenging times.  Our church life has been very slow 
to return to normal as a result of the continued restrictions we face to battle the ongoing pandemic.  We resumed in person church services 
on June 7, and are taking extreme precautions to ensure the safety of our parishioners attending church.  Specific details regarding services 
can be found on the St. Paul website (www.stpaulfresno.com).  Thank you to those who have joined us in person for Sunday services, and 
for those of you unable to attend church services, we have continued livestreaming Sunday Badarak on Facebook (“St Paul Fresno”). 
 

        Unfortunately, the ongoing pandemic has had a significant financial impact on our Parish as we have experienced a decline in revenues 
as a result of our restrictions on in person church services; the cancellation of numerous hall rentals; and the cancellation/rescheduling of 
various traditional parish events.  You will be receiving a letter soon asking for your help during these difficult times, and we ask for your 
assistance in meeting the ongoing needs of our parish.  Your financial support and generosity is greatly appreciated and has always enabled 
our Parish to meet the challenges we have faced. 
 

        As we begin the month of July, we would normally be very busy planning for our Annual Grape Blessing and Picnic at the California 
Armenian Home.  We will be having a grape blessing and a related event in August, however, it will be much different from our traditional 
activity.  Please watch for more information to follow, as details and logistics for our grape blessing are still being determined and will be 
impacted by the status of the pandemic restrictions in place during the month of August. 
 

        Congratulations to all of the high school and college graduates in our Parish and best wishes on continued success in the future! 
 

        Please mark your calendars for July 10, as our Drive-Thru Committee will be resuming the monthly lunch with a delicious lulu burger 
meal.  Look for more info in the Dajar and order your meals today! 
 

        Continued wishes for good health to all, and hope to gather and worship together in Church soon! 

Parish Council 

 
           
 

         The Ladies Society has missed their fellow sisters in 
Christ over the past several months and decided to have their 
Executive Board call each member to see how they were do-
ing.  Another call is planned soon.  As it is yet unknown as to 
when the members can gather together again, many thanks are 
extended to Fr. Yessai, the deacons and all those who have 
brought the beautiful church services into the homes of St. 
Paul members and friends of the church each Sunday via Live 
Stream. 
 

         Armenians are survivors!  Our ancestors survived the 
many Genocides and have instilled their strength into all of us.  
Our faith as Christians has made us into what and who we are 
today.  Through the centuries, our lives have been disrupted, 
our churches burned, our people displaced and murdered, but 
we are here today stronger than ever.  Yes, history is repeating 
itself in America.  Persecution,     killings, murder, looting, 
and destruction of one’s property is now going on.  Our faith 
as Christians is helping us through these troubled times of 
COVID -19 and the riots.  We must help those in need of find-
ing faith in themselves and in others.  
 

         The Vice Chairman of the Ladies Society had several      
wonderful programs planned for the dinner meetings in March 
through June.  We hope to secure them in our upcoming 
monthly gatherings.  
 

          My (Melene Ouzounian) personal thanks to each and 
every one who called, sent a card and/or brought food to my 
family in our time of loss.  My dear mother, Mary Perch, who 
loved her church and our Ladies Society events, passed away 
on March 14, 2020.  We were to celebrate her 100th birthday 
on May 7.  Thank you again for all you have done for our fam-
ily. 

Ladies Society 
         

              Have you ever gotten to 
December 29th and ever thought 
to yourself, “Have I donated to 
the church this year?”  Yes, I 
put a few dollars in the plate on 

Sunday, but I know the church can’t survive on that.  As a 
member of the Armenian Church, I know I have a responsi-
bility to contribute to the church in accordance to my 
means.  I am reminded of Mark 12:41-44.  I can take the 
amount I contribute yearly to the church and divide it by 
twelve.  I then set up an automatic withdrawal from my 
checking account to send that to the church.  Perfect, no 
more worrying if I have contributed and still continue  leav-
ing few dollars in the offering plate on Sunday.   

         Just like my household, I know the church needs to pay   
water bills, gas, maintenance, the plants need pruning, sala-
ries have to be paid, etc.  If I come on Sunday and expect the 
doors to be open, if I expect my church to be there in 20 
years so my grandchildren can have a place to worship in the 
Armenian Church, then I need to do my part now.  We    
contribute today so we can survive into the future. 

         Visit our website www. stpaulfresno.com, when on the 
page, select the yellow "Donate" button to be taken to the 
"Paypal" page to make a online donation. This is safe and 
easy way to donate online. You can make a one time        
donation or sign up to make a monthly donation. We appre-
ciate your kind support! 

 

~ Contribute Today Online ~ 
 

http://www.stpaulfresno.com
http://stpaulfresno.com
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           Unfortunately, the 2019/20 school year was cut short by a massive pandemic and in-person get togethers were put on 
hold but spirits were kept up.  Prayers are extended to all those who lost loved ones during this difficult time.  Continued pray-
ers for all St. Paul parishioners, their families and to those around the world for God’s protection, healing and good health! 
 

          Thanks to all Sunday School families and especially to the current Sunday School teachers:  Marina Chardukian (Pre-k 
to 2nd), Zar Der Mugrdechian (3-5th), Darlene Chardukian (6-8th), and Anton Kismetian (9-12th) as well as  substitute teachers: 
Tracy Beberian and Isabelle Bishop.  Superintendent Anton, thanks everyone who supports   Sunday and Saturday Schools.  
Much appreciation to the Western Diocese and Christian Education Council especially Chairwoman Gail Chelebian, for their 
dedication and guidance of the spiritual lessons for the children and      guidance for the teachers. 
 

          A belated happy birthday to all the March, April, and May birthdays that may have been missed and to the June, July 
and August birthdays that will be missed until the 2020/21 school year begins on Sunday, September 13, God-willing. 
 

Thanks to all 39 enrolled students:  May God protect & guide all of them through a healthy & wonderful summer. 
 

(1) Pre-K and 2-K: (Tatiana Kuckenbaker, Grikor Clardy & Mariana Kuckenbaker) 
 

 No 1st Graders 
 

(3) 2nd Grade: (Adam Bates, Ani Kismetian, Nareh Sargsyan) 
 

(3) 3rd Grade: (Varak Bedros, Adeline Haun, & Daniella Sargsyan) 
 

 No 4th Graders 
 

(3) 5th Grade: (Grace Agazarian, Gemma Hancer, & Haik Sargsyan) 
 

(6) 6th Grade: (David Bates, Arek Kismetian, Zaven La Porta, Kristine & Lucine Sargsyan, & Mallory Topoozian) 
 

(4) 7th Grade: (Keghart Bedros, Lola Haun, Marissa Prudhume, & Ariana Sargsyan) 
 

 No 8th Graders 
 

(5) 9th Grade: (Lori Agazarian, Alyssa Hancer, David Iskenyan, Lucine La Porta, & Aiden Prudhume) 
 

(2) 10th Grade: (Erik Barsegian & Ani Sargsyan) 
 

(4) 11th Grade: (Natalie Agazarian, Nazar Iskenyan, Zaroohy Iskenyan, & Macyn Topoozian) 
 

(6) 12th Grade Graduates: (Sara Beberian, Jonathan Chardukian, Grace Colarian, Thalia Colarian, Mary    Iskenyan, & 
Mary Topoozian)  – You will be missed very much but know you are all AWESOME! 
 

          Sunday School would like to thank Thalia Colarian and Natalie Agazarian for taking lead of the Junior ACYO in 
2019/20 and extends a “we miss you” to past students who are always welcome back to Sunday School.  God is, and always 
will be, with each and every one of them and their families. 

Sunday School 

Congratulations to all past  graduates of 

Sunday School. Whether they are in their 

90s or in their teens, all are children of 

God and Jesus Christ! 

 
 
         Due to current national response to the Coronavirus pandemic, Men’s Forum was obligated to postpone their planned 
March 19 Dinner-Meeting.  It is hoped that they will be able to re-schedule their special guest speakers, Maira Aguilar and 
John Gliatta from the City of Fresno Office of Independent Review and their presentation on community support services, in 
the near future. 
 

        As referenced in the previous Dajar report (March), the February 22 field trip to the Armenian Heritage Museum was a 
very enjoyable and informative experience for all who were fortunate enough to attend.  Attendees were given a very warm 
reception and enthusiastic tour by Museum Administrator, Varoujan Der Simonian.  They were also entertained by talented 
local artist, Perry Huffman, whose diverse art works were on display for everyone to enjoy, along with his delightful commen-
tary. 
 

        At this time, Men’s Forum is unable to announce definitive plans for their next Men’s Forum meeting, but are hoping to 
reconvene sometime in September.  Also, they anticipate participating in the Annual St. Paul Grape Blessing Celebration when 
the venue and date are finally confirmed.  Despite necessary restrictions, Men’s Forum is thankful that Sunday church services 
have resumed and look forward to hosting monthly Fellowships as soon as they are safely allowed. 
 

        It is with deep sadness that Men’s Forum reports the recent passing of longtime member Michael Devejian.  Thoughts and 
prayers are extended to his wife, Yeran and their family and to his brother Zaven and sister-in-law Berjouhie and family.     
Michael will certainly be missed at future gatherings, but will forever remain in the thoughts and prayers of all who knew him. 
 

        In closing, Men’s Forum looks forward to a gradual return to normalcy.  Continued faith and hope enables everyone to 
come together, once again, to serve the St. Paul parish. 

Men’s Forum 
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“May the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all 

times” - 2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 
        The Junior ACYO members spent the month of June 
connecting with their ACYO friends through Zoom meet-
ings hosted by Central Council.  Meeting every Friday 
night at 7 p.m., ACYO members from the Central Valley 
and across the Western Diocese are able to engage in 
weekly Bible studies. If you are interested in joining the 
Zoom meetings, head to www.acyowd.com! The Juniors 
were invited to (and participated in) the ACYO in        
London’s Game Night that took place over Zoom as well! 
It gave them an opportunity to test their knowledge and 
learn about Armenian history.  
 
        The St. Paul Junior ACYO members also hosted a 
general meeting through Zoom to discuss and plan events 
for the year. They would like to recognize and congratu-
late senior high school graduates Sara Beberian, Jonathan 
Chardukian, Grace Colarian, Thalia Colarian, Mary Isken-
yan, and Mary Topoozian. Check out the St. Paul ACYO 
Instagram (st.paul_acyo) for their graduation posts!  

 
        If you have any questions or are interested in joining 
ACYO, please contact Natalie Agazarian at                    
acyojuniors@gmail.com or (559) 392- 5106. 

Junior ACYO 
          
 
 
 
      The ACYO Seniors have made the best of 
their time with the stay at home orders. The 
members were thankful for the organization of 
the weekly ACYO Zoom meetings organized by 
the amazing Central Council and each week, 
many of the members joined in to participate!  
The ACYO Seniors are very excited that church 
has been reopened and can’t wait to attend every 
Sunday.  They are also very excited for the high 
school graduates from Junior ACYO that will be 
making their transitions to the Senior ACYO.  
Congratulations to all graduates for their hard 
work and dedication toward achieving their 
goals.  Everyone is looking forward to serving 
the community once again!  
 
         If there are any inquiries regarding joining 

Senior ACYO please call/text  Chairwoman,   

Suzy Ekmekchyan, at (559)708-0799 or email at 

fresnoacyo@gmail.com. 

Senior ACYO 

Coach Tim Kuckenbaker treating few of the        
Basketball players to a “Movie Night” at 

Manchester Cinema in Fresno. 
 

They watched the movie called  “Ben Affleck 
- The Way Back.” 

Coach Tim Kuckenbaker and the Basket-
ball players! They look forward to getting 

together and continuing to practice 
basketball soon. 

 
They all miss meeting on the court and 

shooting some hoops! 

http://www.acyowd.com
mailto:acyojuniors@gmail.com
mailto:fresnoscyo@gmail.com
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In Memory of Christine Antranikian 

Harold and Dianne Antranikian 
 

In Memory of Mary Balakian 
Jacqueline and Ray Doumanian 

 
In Memory of Elizabeth Daoorian 

Darryl Alchian 
 

In Memory of Isabel Egoian 
Mary Egoian 

 
In Memory of Mary Romeo 

Mary Egoian 
 

In Memory of Diana Dorough 
Mary Egoian 

 
In Memory of Siranoosh Tavookjian 

Bob and Nancy Mugrdechian 
 

In Memory of Yevanoohi Elizian 
Bob and Nancy Mugrdechian 

 
In Memory of  Hermine Vartanian 

Zaven and Berjouhie Devejian 
 

In Memory of Margaret Shapazian 
Russell and Nina Adams 

Barry and Carole Chooljian  
Henry and Dorothy Kachadurian 

Hartune Neffian  
 

In Memory of Barbara Bohigian 
Shenora and George Adishian 

Mark Bohigian 
Alice Koligian  

Jack and Melene Ouzounian  
Eleanor Yazijian 

 
In Memory of  Lilly Paboojian 

Adeline Arakelian 
Elizabeth Dashjian 

 
In Memory of  Eleanor Yazijian 

Bob and Sara DerMatoian  
Gerald and Tammy Chooljian  

Mitchell and Eleanor Merzoian  
Paul and Kathleen Mesple  

Beverly Larios  
Louise Yenovkian  

 
In Memory of Mary Perch 

Russell and Nina Adams 
Shenora and George Adishian  
James and Debbie Antaramian 

 
 
 

 
John and Madeline Arakelian  

Donald Avakian  
Jean and Larry Avedisian  

Leo and Evelyn Avedikian  
Jack and Alberta Bedoian 

Beatrice Bedrosian  
Mark Bohigian  

Jonathan and Janet Chilingerian  
Seta Cholakian  

Barry and Carole Chooljian 
Elizabeth Dashjian  

Bob and Sara Der Matoian  
Elizabeth Derderian  

Zaven and Berjouhie Devejian  
Mary Egoian  
Jane Gamoian  

Joseph Garabedian  
Lisa Garabedian  

James and Tami Garry  
Arnold and Dianne Gazarian  

Jeff and Diane Hagobian  
Dennis and Vicky Hagobian  

Bruce and Pearl Harr  
Jeff and Karen Hazarian  

Paul and Margaret Hokokian  
Charles Jamgotchian  

Pamela Jendian  
Bob and Dorothy Juskalian  

Carol Karabian  
Edward Kaye  

Debra Kazanjian  
Alice Koligian  

Edward and Yvonne Korkoian  
Ben and Clarice Krikorian  

Lane Engineers, Inc  
Marian Eritzian  

Jackie Manoogian  
Lisa and Kenny Melkonian  
Brian and Janalee Melikian  
Paul and Kathleen Mesple  
Paul and Jane Mooradian  

Jane Moosoolian  
Mallory Moosoolian 

Bob and Nancy Mugrdechian  
Harriet Onan  

Joey and Laurie Sahakian  
Iris Sahatdjian  

Margaret and Mark Shirin  
Arminee Shishmanian  
Rod and Carol Stark  

Philip and Linda Tavlian  
Steve and Jane Tebbets 

Diane and Lloyd Thatcher  
Patty Torosian  

Karine Tutunjian  
Elaine Zahigian  

 
 

 
Contributions 

Thomas and Donna Adams  
Russel and Nina Adams  

Crystal Asatourian 
Donald Avakian  

Dr. Timothy Baker  
Betty Balakian  

Ronald Basmajian  
Alberta and Jack Bedoian 
Greg and Tracy Beberian  

Beverly Belardinelli  
Mark Bohigian  

Isabel and Pete Chilpigian  
Brian Der Matoian  
Diana Chilingerian  

Mary Egoian  
Kathleen Elia  

Queenie Emerzian  
Jeff and Diane Hagobian  

Janice Hallaian 
Pearl Harr  

Margaret and Paul Hokokian  
Lydia Issagholian 

Allan and Rosemary Jendian 
Berj and Nelly Kalamkarian 

Joyce Kerkorian  
Anton and Maral Kismetian  

Krikor Kohayan  
Alice Koligian  

Jane Krohn  
Ovanes and Nazeli Kutnerian  

Helia Lew  
Tanda Maxfield  

R. Bawanan Merzoian 
Jeanette Migirian 
Judy Moordigian 
Jane Moosoolian  

Douglas and Sammie Osse  
Gladys Peters  
Jirair Pogosian  
Rosanna Rojas 
Mary Sahakian  
Iris Sahatdjian  

Jane and Steve Tebbets  
Lisa and Aram Tokatian  

Daniel Whitehurst  
Eleanor Yazijian  

 
 
 

 

 

Pastor and Parish Council gratefully  
acknowledge the following donations.  

 
May the Lord bless you! 
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St. Paul BookStore and Gift Shop 
 

Open Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. &  Sundays after church.  
Located in the Foyer of Berberian Hall.  

 

We have Armenian and English Bibles, Sacred and  Secular Music CDs, Books on The Armenian Genocide,  
Armenian History, and Teachings,  Armenian Cooking, and much more!  

 
Easter Yughakin 

Shenora and George Adishian  
Stanley and Irene Antranikian  

Rosalee Alchian  
Donald Avakian  

Vernon and Lillian Avakian  
Larry and Jean Avedisian  

Betty Balakian  
Evart Bakalian  

Briske Barsamian 
Jack and Alberta Bedoian  

Elsie Bedrosian  
Carlotta Bedrosian  

Beverly Belardinelli  
Nicholas and Nancy Boghosian 

Mark Bohigian  
Suzanne Boroyan  

Diana Chilingerian  
Jonathan and Janet Chilingerian  

Barry and Carole Chooljian 
Gerald and Tammy Chooljian  

Seta Cholakian 
Elizabeth Dashjian  
Elizabeth Derderian 

Bob and Sara Dermatoian 
Zaroohi Der Mugrdechian  

Zaven and Berjouhie Devejian  
Charlotte Dyer  
Mary Egoian 

Gregory and Karolina Eritzian 
Jane Gamoian  

Jacqueline Grazier  
Jeff and Diane Hagobian  

Dennis and Vicky Hagobian  
Jirayr Hancer  

 

 
Paul and Margaret Hokokian 

Edward Hokokian  
Sandra Hotzakorgian  

Talar Hovagimian  
Muriel Hunot  

Seta Jaghlassian  
Artin and Armine Jibilian  

Bob and Dorothy Juskalian 
Alleen and Erin Kachadurian  

Krikor and Tsovinar Kasnakjian  
Edward Kaye  

Anton and Maral Kismetian  
Krikor Kohayan  
Alice Koligian  

Robert Koligian  
Ben and Clarice Krikorian  

Tamera Kuckenbaker  
Jackie Manoogian  

Jeff and Michele Markarian 
Marian Markarian  
Mathias Matoian  

Paul and Kathleen Mesple  
Paul and Jane Mooradian 

Moorad and Varsanig Mooradian  
Jane Moosoolian  

Mallory Moosoolian 
Jerry Mootafian 

Guliazar Ohanessian  
Jack and Melene Ouzounian  

Mary Sahakian  
Evelyn Sanoian  
Mark Simonian  

Virginia Simonian  
Jack and Christine Sislian  
Margaret and Mark Shirin  

 

 
Madelaine Tolegian  

Lisa and Aram Tokatian  
Ara Topouzkhanian 

Patricia Torosian  
Patty Torosian  

Mary and Karnig Torosian 
Hermine Tozlian  

John Vogt  
Eleanor Yazijian  

 
General Donation 
Dr.Timothy Baker 

Tracy and Greg Beberian 
Carlotta Bedrosian  

Margaret and Paul Hokokian 
Moorad and Varsenig Mooradian  

Lily Paboojian 
 

Endowment Fund 
Nancy Boudakian 

 
Dajar 

Dan Jelladian  

 
 
 

St.Paul Parish  extends its sincere sympathy 
 

March 20 - Mary Elizabeth Bedrosian Perch survived by her two children, seven grandchildren, and twenty 
great grandchildren. Basil and Kathy Perch, Tiffany and Daniel Wainwright, Michell, Nicholas, Ashley and BJ. Dedi 
and Bryan Somavia, Sydney and Shelby. BJ and Megan Perch, Jacob, Alex, Tyler and Kylie. Melene and Jack     
Ouzounian, Darlene and Mike Chardukian, Lauren, Marina and Jonathan. Jacqueline and Philip Bogosian, and     
Jillian. Mary Lyn and Mark Topoozian, Mark, Mary, Macyn and Mallory. Melissa and Greg Crowley, Jack and  
Dylan. Sister-in-law Rose Bedrosian, many nieces and nephews, and cousins.  
 
Private Service - Eleanor Hasmig Yazijian survived her daughters Gail and her husband Larry Henricksen, 
Kathy Boone and her husband Jim; brother Richard and his wife Diane Simsarian; her grandchildren Brooke Bell, 
James Boone, Nicholas Perry and Morgan Perry; and her great grandchildren Riley Bell, Blake Bell  and Owen Bell. 
 

MAY GOD REST THEIR SOULS IN PEACE  
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Congratulations to the class of 2020!  
 

Sunday School  Superintendent 

Anton Kismetian visited their homes, 

gave them a small gift and awarded them a 

certificate of appreciation ! 
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On behalf of the Parish Priest and the entire family of St.Paul Armenian Church  
we congratulate our graduates. May God’s richest blessings be with them on their graduation and 

always.  May He also be their guide and grant them success in their future endeavors.  

Mary Yaster  
Iskenyan 

is the daughter of Hagop and Ani Isken-
yan. She is the   sister Ovsanna, Nazar and 
Zaroohy Iskenyan. Mary is graduating 
from Fresno High School and will be   
attending California State University,  
Fresno this    coming Fall and majoring in    
Pre-Business. Throughout all these years, 
Mary has participated in the St. Paul    
Armenian Church Saturday School and 

Sunday School Programs. Attending the Sunday School Program has  
allowed Mary to join Junior ACYO. She has created many wonderful 
memories, gained friendships and  attended a few activities.  As a    
member of the Junior ACYO, Mary was on the St. Paul Junior 
ACYO Volleyball Team, competed during ACYO Sports Weekend, 
and had an amazing time with her fellow    athletes. 

 

Thalia Colarian,  
daughter of Hagop and Shoghig Colarian, 
is graduating from Buchanan High School 
among the top of her class with a 4.61 GPA 
as Salutatorian and as an Academic Scholar 
of Distinction. She is a proud member of 
the National Honor Society and a Califor-
nia Scholarship Federation Lifetime    
member. She is proud to have earned 1st 
place in the Fresno Bee’s MLK Essay  
Contest for two years in a row as well as 

1st in the American Legion Auxiliary Essay Contest at the state   
level. During high school, Thalia competed on the Speech and     
Debate Team, served as a Link Crew Leader, and played on the girls’ 
soccer team. In addition, she has volunteered at Hinds Hospice and 
the Fresno Evangel Home. She thoroughly enjoyed serving as St. 
Paul’s ACYO Chairwoman for the last two years and intends to   
continue participating in ACYO after high school. During her time in 
ACYO, she played on the girls’ volleyball team and attended Hye 
Camp in the summers. She has attended Sunday School at St. Paul 
since she was three years old and later served as a Crew Leader at 
VBS. She wishes that high school could have ended on a better note, 
but is excited to attend UC Berkeley in the Fall, where she will    
pursue an English degree and a minor in Armenian Studies. 

 

Grace Colarian 
is graduating from Buchanan High School 
and is ranked within the top 5% of her 
class. She was in the National Honors  
Society and served as the chapter’s Presi-
dent from 2019-2020. She was also a   
California Scholarship Federation Lifetime 
Member, was involved in the Speech and 
Debate Team, Armenian Culture Club, and 
worked as part of the yearbook staff. Grace 
has played the violin for 10 years and has 

enjoyed playing in the Youth Orchestras of Fresno for 9 years,    
serving as Concertmaster twice. She has performed at Disney Hall in 
Los Angeles with the Fresno Orchestra Summer Academy.  Grace 
has attended St. Paul Sunday School since she was three years old. 
She has been a part of the ACYO for 6 years and served as the    

Corresponding Secretary and Historian, and played with the girls’ 
volleyball team. She’s been a camper at Hye Camp in the summer 
for the past ten years. In the fall, Grace will enroll in the Honors Pro-
gram at Clovis Community College and major in Biology. She is the 
proud daughter of Hagop and Shoghig Colarian. 
 

 Jonathan Michael  
Chardukian  

is the son of Michael and Darlene Chardukian.  
He is the grandson of Jack and Melene      
Ouzounian and the late Gene and Marie    
Chardukian.  Jonathan will be graduating from 
Edison High School where he co-founded the 
Edison High School Armenian Club.  Also, 
during his years at Edison, Jonathan          per-
formed with his band, Scrapfoods, at a school 
rally.  Since the 3rd grade, Jonathan has been 
involved in the Boy Scouts, beginning as a Cub Scout and eventually 
earning the rank of Eagle through hard work and dedication.  He has 
been a very active member of St. Paul Sunday School and A.C.Y.O., 
being elected Vice-Chairman for two terms and participating on the 
Junior Basketball Team.  Jonathan has had so many great memories 
throughout his years in A.C.Y.O.  His favorite memory was having 
the opportunity to attend the A.C.Y.O. Annual Convention multiple 
times and being able to form lifetime friendships.  Jonathan has been 
a camper at the Western Diocese Church Camp from a very young 
age, and recently volunteered as a camp counselor, which was an 
experience that he thoroughly enjoyed.  Jonathan has served on the 
altar for many years and is ordained as an acolyte in the Armenian 
Church.  He plans to continue serving his church community 
throughout his college years as a member of A.C.Y.O. and as a    
volunteer in the St. Paul Sunday School.  Jonathan is most passionate 
about learning new things at school and is especially passionate 
about playing and performing music.  With nothing to do during this 
time of quarantine, Jonathan has begun learning to play the oud in 
addition to becoming more in touch with his culture, as well as    
progressing his skills as a guitar player of 3 years.  He hopes to   
record and release music with his band, Scrapfoods, in the very near 
future.   Jonathan will be attending Fresno State this fall, majoring in 
Biology and hopes to eventually pursue a career in the medical field.  
May God continue to bless Jonathan, a fine young man. 
 



 

 

- 9 - 

 
Mary Topoozian  

is the daughter of Mark and MaryLyn     
Topoozian. She graduated from Bullard 
High School and was ranked number 1 in 
her class, with a 4.8 GPA. Mary has been 
very active in Student Government and 
Leadership holding the offices of Senator 
during her senior and junior year, and Social 
Commissioner her sophomore and freshman 
year. She played varsity tennis for four years 
and was a two-year team captain. Mary was 

the President and Founder of the Beautification Club and Vice Presi-
dent of a community service organization called the “Drive Club” at 
Bullard. One of her greatest accomplishments was starting a local 
farmers market alongside her siblings operating for several weeks 
during her summer vacations. With the money raised from selling the 
produce, she was able to provide sporting apparel to children locally 
as well as to a small village in Armenia where she hand-delivered the 
items to each deserving child. Mary has been an active member of 
St. Paul Sunday School and A.C.Y.O. Throughout her time in Junior 
A.C.Y.O., she held various offices and participated in Sports     
Weekend. She was recently recognized nationally by the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation and was named a 2020 Coca-Cola Scholar out 
of the 200,000 students who applied. Mary is the granddaughter of 
Jack and Melene Ouzounian and the late Harry and Mary Topoozian.  
She will attend the Smittcamp Family Honors Program at California 
State University, Fresno and study Biology.  

 

Raffi Mazmanian  
will be graduating from Clovis Online 
School. He is the son of Talar Hovagimian, 

and grandson of Armen and Souse 
Hovagimian. Raffi attended Fresno Chris-

tian from kindergarten through eighth 
grade. He played soccer and football at 
Fresno Christian.  A few of his favorite 

memories throughout the years were at-
tending Armenian summer camps and par-

ticipating in ACYO Sports Weekend play-
ing basketball. In his spare time, Raffi loves spending time and tak-

ing trips with his family.  He also enjoys spending time with friends, 
listening to music, taking pictures, and playing basketball.  Raffi will 

be attending Clovis Community College and is very thankful for his 
family and friends. One of Raffi’s favorite Bible verses is, “For I 
know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jere-
miah 29:11 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sara Beberian  
is the daughter of Greg and Tracy Beberian. 
She is graduating from San Joaquin Memo-
rial as a Holy Cross Scholar, CSF Life 
Member, and a member of the National 
Honors Society. Throughout her high 
school years, Sara remained active through 
Fresno Judo Club. She is a United States 
Judo Federation California State Champion 
and also placed second in the Junior Olym-
pics in two divisions. On SJM’s campus, 
she was an active member of the student 
body serving as Class President, Secretary, 
and Class Representative throughout the years. She served her school 
as an Ambassador, was a starter on the Varsity Lacrosse team, and 
joined the Cheer Squad her senior year. Sara has remained close to 
her Armenian heritage and faith. She has been an active member of 
St. Paul’s Chapter of ACYO and has served as Historian, as well as 
attended Convention and the Junior and Senior retreats. Sara is 
blessed to continue her education with the Smittcamp Family Honors 
College at Fresno State, where she will join the Fresno State Judo 
Team, the Armenian Students Organization.  She plans to major in 
Political Science with a Minor in Armenian Studies.  Sara would like 
to thank her church family, and especially her Sunday School teach-
ers, for all their love and  support.  
 

Սարա Բեբերյանը՝ Գրեգ և Թրեյսի Բեբերյանի դուստրը,  

այս տարի ավարտում է Սան Հուակին Մեմորիալ ավագ 

դպրոցը, որպես Սուրբ Խաչի գիտնական և Ազգային Պատվո 
հասարակության անդամ: Իր ուսումնական տարիների 

ընթացքում Սարան Ֆրեզնո ձյուդոյի ակումբի ակտիվ անդամ 
էր: Նա Միացյալ Նահանգների ձյուդոյի ֆեդերացիայի, 

Կալիֆորնիայի նահանգի չեմպիոն է: Նա նաև 
մանկապատանեկան Օլիմպիադայում երկրորդ տեղ է գրավել: 

Դպրոցում նա աշակերդական խորհրդի ակտիվ անդամ էր` 
աշակերտական խորհրդի նախագահ: Սառան միշտ 
հավատարիմ   է մնացել իր հայկական ժառանգությանը և իր 

հավատքին: Նա Սուրբ Պողոս եկեղեցու  ACYO-ի ակտիվ 
անդամ է  և ծառայել է որպես պատմաբան, ինչպես նաև 

հաճախել է կոնվենցիան կրտսեր և ավագ անդամների համար:  
Սարան ուսումը շարունակելու է Ֆրեզնո  Սթեյթի Smitcamp 

Family Honors-ի  Սարան այցելելու է Ֆրեզնո  Սթեյթի ձյուդոյի 
ակումբ: Սարան կմասնագիտանա քաղաքագիտության  և 
հայագիտության մեջ: Նա իր խորհին շնորհակալությունն է 

հայտնում իր եկեղեցական ընտանիքին, հատկապես իր 
կիրակնօրյա դպրոցի ուսուցիչներին իրենց հոգատարության ու 

սիրո համար: 
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