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Parish Priest:  Fr. Yessai Bedros             559-226-6343                   f.isaiah@hotmail.com 

Parish Council:  Jeff Markarian               559-434-1844              markarian@cpaplus.com  

Ladies Society:  Melene Ouzounian        559-439-8591                     meleneouz@aol.com 

Menôs Forum:  Ted Mooradian              559-435-7004       tedmooradian@sbcglobal.net  

Senior ACYO:  Marina Chardukian       559-903-0423                fresnoacyo@gmail.com  

Junior ACYO:   Thalia Colarian               559-385-1109              acyojuniors@gmail.com  

Sunday School:  Anton Kismetian           559-696-5143              maralanto@sbcglobal.net  

Saturday School:  Margarit Dumanyan  559-437-9951             dumanyanm@yahoo.com 

Athletics: Tim Kuckenbaker                559-470-3306               tim_kbaker@gmail.com 

Choir: Roza Pashayan                          559-307-1035 

Avaks: Bob Der Matoian                      559-431-2269          b.dermatoian@comcast.net 

Hokejash: Isabel Chilpigian                559-287-7904                    ichilpi1@comcast.net  

Baking Angels: Jackie Manoogian      559-304-6434           jmmanoogian@yahoo.com  

 K.E.F. (Keeping. Everyone. Faithful.)                                stpaul.kefclub@gmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Friday - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

info@stpaulfresno.com 
 

SUNDAY LITURGIES 
Morning Services - 9:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy - 10 a.m. 

 

OFFICE: 559-226-6343 
KITCHEN: 559-224-3812 

 

WEBSITE 
www.stpaulfresno.com 

 

FACEBOOK: 
St. Paul Fresno 

 

 
Parish Council   

 
              April was a very busy month for the St. Paul Parish and concluded with Holy Week and Easter Sunday ser-
vices.  What a great crowd in church on Easter Sunday followed by a wonderful Easter celebration in the courtyard 
after church services.  Many thanks to Yeretsgin Vartine, the Saturday School, Sunday School, and Junior & Senior 
ACYO for putting on such a great event.  Hopefully it becomes an Easter tradition!  
 
              On May 3 our Parish representatives will be participating in the Annual Diocesan Assembly at St. Garabed 
Armenian Apostolic Church in Rancho Mirage.  
 
              Please mark your calendars for Friday, May 10, as it is time for the 8th Annual Armenian Festival at St. 
Paul!  The festivities will begin at 4:30 p.m. and continue until 10 p.m.  Itôs going to be a great day that will include 
delicious Armenian food, a Country Store featuring baked goods, the Hye Bazaar, kids activities, and dancing to the 
live music of the Mark Ohanesian Band.  Food will be available for dine-in, take-out, or drive-thru.  Looking for-
ward to seeing everyone at the Festival, and please help spread the word! 
 
             At the end of the month, ACYO members and their families from throughout the Diocese will be in Fresno 
participating in the 55th Annual ACYO Sports Weekend.  Sporting events will begin on Friday, May 24, and contin-
ue throughout the Memorial Day Weekend.  The weekend will conclude with the banquet and awards ceremony at 
St. Paul on Sunday, May 26.  Best of luck to the St. Paul teams that will be competing in various sports events 

throughout the weekend. 

 

May the Lord watch over you 

and strengthen you.  You are in 

our thoughts and prayers! 

Bill Bohigian  

Eleanor Yazijian 

Mary Abaci 

Rosalie Garabedian 

mailto:acyojuniors@gmail.com
mailto:ichilpi1@comcast.net


 

 

               
                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             On Saturday morning, April 13, Menôs Forum members and guests experienced a rather unique dining and 
cultural experience.  After enjoying a ófestive breakfastô at Georgeôs Shish Kebab Restaurant at the Galleria in 
Downtown Fresno, the group continued on to the Fresno County Historical Museum, located at the Fresno County 
Fairgrounds.  Through the efforts of the Richard Ahronian family, the Menôs Forum, along with many other local 
visitors, were able to experience an enlightening and wonderful display of early Armenian history in Fresno and the 
Central Valley.  Since the museum is normally open to the public during the County Fair season in October, this was 
a very special opportunity to enjoy the entire museum in a very relaxed atmosphere.  It was also gratifying to see 
Mike Kilijian (and wife Sue) able to attend after Mikeôs recent heart surgery in January.  In the coming months, 
Menôs Forum hopes to plan more daytime group field trips of this nature. 
 

             The next Menôs Forum Dinner-Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday night, May 22.  Plans are to have a   
special Tri-Tip Dinner (and chicken) catered by The Meat Market.  An announcement flyer with more details will be 
forthcoming.   This month the Dinner-Meeting will take place on the 4th Wednesday instead of the normal 3rd 
Wednesday of the month.   It was decided to provide an extra week of órecovery timeô after the 8th Annual St. Paul 
Church Armenian Festival, which will take place on Friday evening, May 10.   Speaking of the Festival, all members 
are encouraged to volunteer their support and participate in putting on this most successful and worthwhile spring-
time event. 
 

            Menôs Forum again offers its thoughts and prayers to long-time member and former chairman, Bill Bohigian, 
with hopes that he can rejoin the group in the near future. 

Ladies Society  
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            The St. Paul Ladies Society will have their May    
Dinner-Meeting and program on Wednesday, May 8, at 
the St. Paul Haig Berberian Hall.  Chairwoman Gaila 
Peloian and her committee are organizing a delicious pot 
luck meal for $15 per person. Make your reservations for 
dinner by May 4 to Annette Moushigian by calling        
559-906-2114 or sending an email to 
moushigian@comcast.net.  Plan to come for an evening of 
Christian fellowship, good food and an interesting        
program on how to organize and downsize your home.  
 

           St. Paul Church Campers, just a reminder the      
Ladies Society is offering ñHye Campò scholarships. The 
scholarship criteria includes: attendance to Sunday School, 
Saturday School, and serving on the Alter. The board 
thanks all those who offer help to the monthly committees.  
 

          The ladies want to thank Jerry and Nelda Baker for 
sharing their outreach in helping others throughout the 
world. They thank Sandy Gostanian for donating the     
delicious March dinner and for her contribution to the 
April dinner; Daisy Avedissian for donating the delicious 
April dinner and Armine Jibilian for her contribution to 
the April dinner.  
 

Coming Events:  
 

¶ Friday, May 3, 2019 - Cheese Borag - Church Kitchen  
¶ Wednesday, May 8, 2019 - General Meeting 6:30 p.m.   
¶ Friday, May 10, 2019 - Armenian Festival  
¶ Friday, May 31, 2019 - Nacho Night  
¶ Wednesday, June 12, 2019 - Luncheon Meeting with    

residents of the California Armenian Home as LS 
guests 

Menõs Forum 

Dr. Berj Kalamkarian, Charles Jamgotchian, Dr. Artin Jibilian, 
Jerry Mootafian, Bob Der Matoian, Bart Hagopian, Ted Mooradi-
an, Gary Markarian, & Dr. Varouj Altebarmakian  (left to right) 

Visiting the Fresno County Historical Museum at the  
Fresno County Fairgrounds 
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Sunday School  
 

 

         During April, Sunday School focused on the Easter        
celebration.  Many thanks to participating students, parents, 
family members, teachers, clergy and all parishioners for sup-
porting the Sunday School and making this Lenten period, Holy 
Week and Easter a wonderful Christian experience!  The Sun-
day School family thanks Deacon Van Mugrdechian for       
presenting all the wonderful Armenian cultural and religious 
items he brought to church to share with everyone on Sunday, 
April 28.  Much    appreciation to all the students and families 
of Sunday School and Saturday School that shared their journey 
to America information whether from Armenia, the Middle East 
or elsewhere from abroad, during Deacon Vanôs presentation. 
       Sunday School also paid their respects to their dear, late 
Teacher Christine Antranikian at her Hokehankeesd on Sunday, 
April 28.  May her spirit live on with her students forever and 
may her soul be enlightened in heaven as it enlightened all who 
knew her on earth.  She will be missed. 

 

Following are Sunday School events for the month  
of May and VBS in June: 

 

¶ Sunday, May 5 - Special Assembly, Church Attendance 
for Sermon, and Class Lessons 

After church fun event for Sunday School kids with 
a lunch (at an agreed favorite place the kids 
want to eat at) and an event the kids want to do 
(bowling or other).  Stay tuned for an E-Blast 
and flyer info 

¶ Sunday, May 12 ï Motherôs Day Sunday ï Special As-
sembly with Junior ACYO, Class Lessons 

God Bless our Mothers and all Women!!! 
¶ Saturday, May 18 - Picnic with Saturday School 

Look for forthcoming flyer for picnic at Woodward 
Park on Saturday late morning and early after-
noon 

¶ Sunday, May 19 - Last Day of Sunday School ï Special 
Awards Assembly by Each Teacher and High School 
Senior Presentation in Church 

Fellowship by all Church Organizations including 
Sunday School 

¶ Week of June 17-21 - Vacation Bible School (See flyer in 
Dajar) 

          In the month of April, the ACYO Juniors had so much 
fun preparing for and contributing to the Easter Sunday Cel-
ebration. The Junior members passed out stickers, brought 
eggs, and set up for Fellowship on Easter Sunday. They 
made sure to take a picture with the Easter Bunny too! In 
addition, the Juniors met to discuss their upcoming prepara-
tions and plans for Mayôs Annual Sports Weekend.  
 
        On Sunday, April 28, the Juniors met for their general 
monthly meeting after Fellowship. They unboxed their 
brand new sports uniforms and are so excited to wear them! 
The Junior volleyball and basketball teams are working hard 
at their final practices in hopes of bringing home a trophy in 
next monthôs tournament. If you have any questions or 
would like to join, please contact Thalia Colarian at acy-
ojuniors@gmail.com or (559) 385-1109.  

 
 
          April was a busy month for the Senior ACYO as they 
sold numerous Easter baskets after church each Sunday 
leading up to Easter day!  Join them in the month of May for 
their Motherôs Day celebration, ñHye Tea Partyò and let 
them help you celebrate the mothers, and mother    figures in 
your life!  The ñHye Tea Partyò will take place on Sunday, 
May 12, immediately following church  services.  The Sen-
ior ACYO will resume their Bible Study and Prayer on May 
16, at 7 p.m. in the church hall.  Plan to bring your friends 
and family to enjoy the word of God and take part in a light 
discussion.   
 
         Sports Weekend is taking place during the Memorial 
Day weekend.  Come and support your favorite team     Fri-
day evening and throughout the day, Saturday.   Join with all 
of the ACYO chapters for a fun night at Dave and Busters 
on Saturday evening!  Check out the results of the competi-
tion from the weekend at the Banquet on Sunday night in the 
St. Paul Haig Berberian Hall.  If you are   interested in join-
ing the Senior ACYO, please email them at                      
fresnoacyo@gmail.com. 

Senior ACYO  

Junior ACYO  

For sports weekend events and information,  
see page 12. 

mailto:acyojuniors@gmail.com
mailto:acyojuniors@gmail.com
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Mark Topoozian is graduat-
ing this year from Bullard 
High School. He is ranked 
number one in his class, will 
be graduating Summa Cum 
Laude Valedictorian, and 
served as the Student Body 
President this year. He has 
been very active on his    
campus previously serving as 
Student Body Vice President 
his Junior year, and Class 
President his Freshman and 
Sophomore years. One of his 
most notable achievements 
was getting   national recogni-
tion for  initiating a   success-

ful Food Recovery Program at Bullard and later expanding it 
to 25 schools in the district. This program collects food that 
feeds up to 500 people a day which would otherwise have 
been thrown away. He is a three year varsity starter on the 
Bullard High School baseball team playing third-base and is 
also a pitcher. Mark has attended Sunday School since the age 
of three, is a member and past chairman of the Junior ACYO, 
and has served on the altar as an ordained acolyte for five 
years. In the fall, he will attend either UCLA or UC Berkeley 
as a Regents Scholar and major in Biology. He is the son of 
Mark and MaryLyn Topoozian.  
 
 

 
Celeste Barbara Diane      
DeFranchi is the daughter 
of James and Karen DeFran-
chi and sister of Nick        
DeFranchi.  Her grandparents 
are Adolf and Barbara       
DeFranchi and York and   
Diane Boyajian. She was   
baptized in St. Paul Armenian 
church and has attended    
Sunday School since Kinder-
garten and is a member of the 
ACYO.  She is graduating 
from Clovis West High 
School in June.  Celeste was 
an active member of the 
Golden Eagles Marching 

Band throughout high school where she played the flute and 
was a section leader during her senior year. She will be       
attending Clovis Community College in the fall and has been 
accepted into the Honorôs Program.  Celeste is interested in 
pursuing a degree in Forensic Psychology. She enjoys      
drawing, writing, snowboarding, photography and spending 
time with her friends and family. 

 

Charles Paul Lion is the 
son of Dan and Jacqueline 
Lion. He is the grandson of 

Jack and Christine Sislian 
and Al and Pearl Lion.  Paul 
will be graduating from San 

Joaquin Memorial High 
School where he participat-
ed on the Panther soccer and 

tennis teams. For many 
years Paul, along with his 
siblings, had a non-profit 

recycling business named," 
Lion's Lending Hands" and 
profits were distributed to 
other local non-profit organizations throughout the      

valley.  Paul has been an active member of St. Paul     
Sunday School and A.C.Y.O. One of his favorite memo-
ries throughout the years has been participating in ACYO 

Sports Weekend on both the dodgeball and basketball 
teams. Paul has many passions including sports, music, 
and fashion and spending as much time as possible in 

Mammoth Lakes snowboarding. Paul plans on attending 
college in the fall and looks forward to a future in      
business. May God continue to bless you, Paul! 

On behalf of the Parish Priest and the entire family of St.Paul Armenian Church  
we congratulate our graduates. May Godôs richest blessings be with them on their graduation and always.  

May He also be their guide and grant them success in their future endeavors.  

 
 

DEAR GRADUTES  
 

In the June issue of the Dajar we will 
again recognize high school, college and 
university  graduates in our parish.  

 
Please e-mail a biography with a photo 

to  info@stpaulfresno.com.  
 

Deadline for entries for June is  
Wednesday, May 15.
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Highlights from Holy Week 04 -15-19 to 04 -21-19 
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Easter Celebration 04 -21-19 
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Pastor and Parish Council  
gratefully acknowledge  
the following  
donations.  
 
May the Lord  bless you.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

General Donation 
Darlyn Jamgotchian  
Carlotta Bedrosian  
 
Dajar 
Robert and Jackie Manselian  
 
Nina Adams 90th Birthday 
Bob and Sara Der Matoian  
 
In Memory of Sahag Egoian 
Barbara and Jack Bousian  
 
In Memory of John Adishian 
Henry and Dorothy Kachadurian  
Mike and Sue Kilijian  
 
In memory of Linda Yazijian Glenn 
Beverly Achki 
 
In memory of Michael Glenn 
Beverly Achki 
 
In Memory of Annette Egoian 
Mike and Sue Kilijian  
 
In Memory of Charles Sarabian 
Peggy Akbiyikian 

In Memory of Christine Antranikian 
Stephen and Michelle Barnett  
Mark Bohigian  
Stella Boyajian  
Gail Breton  
Isabel and Pete Chilpigian  
Barry and Carole Chooljian  
Bob and Sara Der Matoian  
Margaret Dilkian  
Marian Eritzian  
 
Dn. Gregory and Karolina Eritzian and 
family  
Lorie Hanoian  
Paul and Margaret Hokokian 
Dale and Deborah Ikeda  

Sonya Jelladian-Gage  
Peggy and Stephen Kalamkarian  
Mike and Sue Kilijian  
Arshakuhi Kismetian  
Linda and Wayne Minier  
Ara and Ara Movsesian  
Douglas and Sammie Osse  
Kay and Rosemary Paboojian  
Charles and Deborah Poochigian  
Darrin and Suzanne Peters  
Mayann Sanchez-Espinosa  
Holly, Bernd, and Sophia Sokolowski   
St.Paul Ladies Society  
Lisa and Aram Tokatian  
 
In Memory of Doris Jamgotchian 
Aldreda Barton  
Yeran and Michael Devejian  
Jo Ann Hallaian  
Artin and Armine Jibilian  
Philip Kakligian  
Debra Kazanjian  
Jacqueline Manoogian  
Joel and Jill Mazmanian  
James and Connie Melikian  
Linda and Wayne Minier  
Bob and Nancy Mugrdechian  
Jack and Melene Ouzounian  
Mary Sahakian  
Diane and Lloyd Thatcher  
St.Paul Ladies Society  
 
Easter Yughakin 
Russell and Nina Adams 
Mark and Deborah Astone  
Nelly Asatrian  
Ann Attoian  
Donald Avakian  
Evart Bakalian  
Betty Balakian  
Bethany Baker  
Jack and Alberta Bedoian  
Varouj and Lena Altebarmakian  
Harnold and Dianne Antranikian  
Jeannette Baker  
Elsie Bedrosian  
Nicholas and Nancy Boghosian  
Suzanne Boroyan  
Dorothy Bournazian  
Anita and Dan Carrion  
Diana Chilingerian  
 
Barry and Carole Chooljian 
Gerald and Tammy Chooljian  
Seta Cholakian  
Elizabeth Derderian  
Bob and Sara Der Matoian 
Elizabeth Derderian  
Charlotte Dyer  
Mary Egoian  
Gregory and Karolina Eritzian  
Queenie Emerzian  

James and Margaret Forbes  
Jane Gamoian  
Hilda and Garabed Garabedian  
Joseph and Rosalie Garabedian  
Louise George  
Jacqueline and Greg Grazier  
Jeff and Diane Hagobian 
Dennis Hagopian 
Janice Hallian  
Charlene and Don Heuer  
Paul and Margaret Hokokian 
Sandra Hotzakorgian  
Susan Najimian House  
Talar Hovagimian 
Muriel Hunot  
Gevork Idzhyan 
Bob and Dorothy Juskalian 
Mary Kachadoorian 
Henry and Dorthy Kachadurian  
Berj and Nelly Kalamkarian  
Edward Kaye  
Rose and Larry Kevorkian  
Ben and Clarice Krikorian 
Evelyn Krikorian  
Krikor Kohayan  
Alice Koligian  
Robert and Jackie Manselian  
Clara Margossian  
Roxie Marderosian 
Matty Matoian  
Paul and Jane Mooradian  
Jane and Mallory Moosoolian  
Moorad and Varsenig Mooradian  
Jack and Melene Ouzounian  
Mary Sahakian  
Iris Sahatdjian  
Virginia Simonian  
Josette Sirabian  
Mary and Karnig Torosian  
Madelaine Tolegian  
Dr. Ara Topouzkhanian  
Patty Torosian 
Hermine and Jack Tozlian 
Eleanor Yazijian 
 
Sunday School   
(In Memory of Christine Antranikian) 
Andrea Antranikian 
Rodney and Tracy Atamian 
Greg and Tracy Beberian 
Mark and Ali Ford 
Karen Melikian 
Ted Mooradian and Family 
Stephen and Marisa Sarafian 
Armenian Church Western Diocese Christian 
Education Council 
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Ladies Society 
Fellowship 

Saturday School 
Fellowship 

Saturday School 
10am 

      St. Paul Ladies Society Hokejash Committee  
 

In your time of need, be assured that St. Paul Ladies Society is here to prepare a Hokejash meal for you.  
We offer 3 different entrees that are all inclusive.  We handle large and small groups.  This is a stressful 
time and you can be sure the Hokejash meal will be fully taken care of by our committee of volunteers.  
You can choose from the following items: 
 
 
                      Green Salad                               Green Salad                               Green Salad 
                     Lamb Shish Kabob                    Imperial Chicken                     Baked Lulu Kabob 
                     Rice Pilaf                                    Rice Pilaf                                  Bulghur Pilaf 
                     Mixed Vegetables                      Mixed Vegetables                    Mixed Vegetables 
                     Dessert ï cake                            Dessert ï cake                          Dessert - cake 
                     Coffee and Water                      Coffee and Water                     Coffee and Water 
                     Peda Bread and butter              Peda Bread and butter             Peda Bread & butter 
                     $20.00/person                             $16.00/person                          $16.00/person 
 

 
All meals include tablecloths, cloth napkins and a bud vase with roses and greenery. If you would like any 
additional items you may bring them in and we will be happy to serve them. To request Hokejash contact 
Isabel Chilpigian (559) 287-7904. 

Avaks 
9:30am to 3:30pm 

 

Ladies Society  
Dinner Meeting 
6:30pm 

Saturday School 
10am 

Saturday School 
10am 

 

Senior ACYO 
Fellowship   
&  

ñHye Tea Partyò 

 

Menôs Forum 
Fellowship 

Saturday School 
10am 

Armenian  
Festival 

4:30pm to 10pm 

Ladies Society  
Nacho Night 
6pm 

Senior ACYO 
Bible Study  
&  Prayer 
7pm 

Menôs Forum 
Dinner Meeting 
6:30pm 
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        For the 8th Annual Armenian Festival,  
help is needed to make Cheese Borag on Friday,  May 3 at  

9 a.m. in the church kitchen,  
to volunteer contact Kim Kezirian at 559-439-4447.  

 

Also help is needed to prep food on  
Thursday, May 9 at 9 a.m. and Friday May 10 at 3:30 p.m.,  
to volunteer contact Diane Boyajian at 559-433-0787. 


