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       The Parish Council held their regular monthly meet-
ing in April and have been preparing for a busy month of 
May.  

        On May 4, our parish representatives will be         
participating in the Annual Diocesan Assembly at St. 
Geragos Armenian Apostolic Church in Las Vegas.  
 

        May 11 is a big day for our parish, as it is the 7th      
Annual Armenian Festival at St. Paul.  The festivities will 
begin at 4:30 p.m. and continue until 10:00 p.m.  It’s     
going to be a great day that will include delicious          
Armenian food, a country store, the Hye Bazaar, kids    
activities, and dancing to the live music of the Mark    
Ohanesian Band.  Food will be available for dine-in,    
take-out, or drive-thru.  Looking  forward to seeing      
everyone at the Festival, and please help spread the word! 
 

        At the end of May, ACYO members and their       
families from throughout the Diocese will be in Fresno 

participating in the ACYO Sports Weekend.  Activities 
will begin on    Friday, May 25, and continue throughout 
the Memorial Day Weekend.  This should be a fun event 

for all!   Best of luck to the St. Paul teams that will be 
competing in various sports events throughout the     
weekend. 

Parish Council 

    
      
           April was highlighted by the Men’s Forum    being   
hosted by the Ladies Society, who graciously included 
Men’s Forum members and guests to their special Hot 
Dog Picnic event on Wednesday evening, April 18, at the 
church minor hall.  Bob Der Matoian and Jerry Mootafian 
made the Men’s Forum’s contribution to the festivities of 
providing ice cold beer and soft drinks to compliment a 
wonderful hot dog   buffet.  Featured speaker for the even-
ing was former Fresno city councilman Craig Scharton, 
who is currently the president of the Downtown Fresno     
Partnership.  Mr.  Scharton provided an informative power
-point presentation, describing the goals and efforts to 
bring more businesses, residents, dining and entertainment    
activities to the Downtown and Tower   District areas of 
Fresno. 
 

           With no dinner-meeting scheduled in May, the 
Men’s Forum encourages members to focus their  energies 
on supporting the Annual St. Paul Armenian Festival, 
scheduled for Friday evening, May 11.  The next Men’s 
Forum event will be the annual Father-Son   dinner outing, 
which is scheduled for Wednesday evening, June 19.   
More information will be forthcoming, but we are plan-
ning a return to the Santa Fe Basque Restaurant to enjoy 
their famous family-style dinners. 

Men’s Forum 

 
 
        The Ladies Society will have their next dinner-
meeting on Wednesday, May 9, at 6:30 p.m. in a private 
banquet room at “The Old Spaghetti Factory.”  There 
will be a choice of three entrée items along with salad, 
bread and dessert.  The cost is $20 and you are welcome 
to bring a guest or two!  The evening will include a de-
votional and program as well.  Please make your reser-
vations for dinner by Friday, May 4, to Annette 
Moushigian at 559-906-2114 or send an e-mail to 
moushigian@comcast.net. 
 
         On Sunday, April 29, the ladies visited the Evangel 
Home.  They took a delicious hot meal and shared words 
of comfort, devotion and encouragement with the wom-
en.  The Evangel Home operates on donations and de-
pends on the help of the community.  Please remember 
to support them by bringing toiletries, non-perishable 
items, canned and dried good, paper products and dia-
pers to the church office.  If you have any questions, call 
Tracy Beberian at 559-285-4117.  Thanks to each of you 
who have contributed with your gifts to this local minis-
try.  Every donation is greatly appreciated! 
 
          Thursday, May 10, is prep day for the 7th Annual 
St. Paul Armenian Church Food Festival which will be 
held on Friday, May 11.  Many delicious food items are 
currently being prepared and details for the event are in 
the works.  Contact Gaila Peloian at 559-439-3001, if 
you are interested in making Cheese Boreg on May 3 at 
10:00 in the church kitchen. 
 
          We need baked good, jams and crocheted/knit 
items to sell at our Country Store booth.  If you are able 
to donate any of these items, please bring them to the 
Country Store table by noon on Friday, May 11.  For 
any questions you might have, contact Jackie Manoogi-
an at 559-252-2097.   Also, if you are interested in help-
ing at the event, please give Diane Boyajian a call at 559
-433-0787.  Diane is organizing and scheduling the 
kitchen crew duties.  “All hands-on-deck” are needed 
and appreciated for both days. 
 

UP-COMING EVENTS: 
 May 3 Cheese Boreg making at the church kitchen 

10:00 a.m.  (contact Gaila Peloian) 
 May 3-5  Diocesan Conference – Las Vegas, St.  

Geragos Church 
 May 9 Dinner-Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  “The Old       

Spaghetti Factory” 
 May 10 Prep for “Armenian Food Festival” – St, 

Paul kitchen 
 May 11 Armenian Food Festival – 4:30 p.m. – 10:00 

p.m. 

Ladies Society 

mailto:moushigian@comcast.net


 

 

Junior ACYO 
 

         During the month of April, the Junior ACYO  held 
their monthly meeting on Sunday, April 8, 2018, 
following fellowship.  They discussed upcoming events 
including their plans for the annual sports games to be 
held during Memorial Day weekend.  A volleyball team 
has been formed and, together with the basketball team, 
are practicing hard.  The Juniors will have a fundraising 
night at Pieology Pizzeria in Fig Garden Village on May 
17.  Check out the flyer on page 8. Flyers will also be 
available during the Annual Church Festival so be sure to 
stop by their booth. 
 

        The Juniors, along with the Senior ACYO members, 
attended the Central Council Regional Meeting on 
Sunday, April 15, which was held at St. Gregory the 
Illuminator Church in Fowler.  Also, on the evening of 
Tuesday, April 24, the Junior ACYO met at Fresno State 
to commemorate the Armenian Genocide. 
 

       If you have any questions or would like to join the 
Juniors, please contact Thalia Colarian at 
acyojuniors@gmail.com or (559) 385-1109. 

- 3 - 

Senior ACYO 
 
 

         On May 6, Dr. Yektan Turkyilmaz, the 14th Kazan 
visiting professor at Fresno State, will give a lecture as 
part of the Community Lecture Series, in the Haig 
Berberian Hall. (See flyer in this Dajar). Before the lecture 
begins, the Senior ACYO will be selling a spaghetti lunch 
for $10.  To make a lunch reservation, call the church 
office at 559-226-6343. 
 

       The 7th Annual St. Paul Armenian Church Armenian 
Festival will take place on Friday, May 11.  The Seniors 
will be helping Zar Der Mugrdechian manage the 
bookstore.  All parishioners and community members are 
encouraged to attend the festival and support St. Paul 
Church! 
 

      The Senior ACYO will host fellowship on Sunday, 
May 20, and will have their next meeting on Thursday, 
May 24, at 7:00 p.m. in room 4.  Sports Weekend will 
take place on Friday, May 25 - Sunday, May 27, at Clovis 
West High School.  The Fresno ACYO will participate in 
volleyball, basketball, and tennis. We wish our teams 
good luck and much success.  May God guide them as 
they do their best to play well.  
 

       The Seniors have two fun events planned for the 
month of June.  They are inviting all ACYO members and 
parishioners to a night of “Spiritual Growth” on Friday, 
June 1.  A beautiful evening is planned, filled with prayer, 
worship, singing, and crafts.  Also, on Sunday June 10, as 
a group and with friends, the Senior ACYO is planning to 
go bowling.  For more information look out for flyers and 
e-mails. 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 6  

FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICES 
HAIG BERBERIAN HALL 

 
TO MAKE LUNCH RESERVATIONS CALL 
THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 559-226-6343. 
(Monday to Friday between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 

MAY 25 TO MAY 27 
CLOVIS WEST HIGH SCHOOL 

1070 E. Teague Ave. Fresno, CA 93720 
 

OPENING CEREMONIES  
FRIDAY, MAY 25, AT 5:30 P.M. 

 
All parishioners are encouraged to come and cheer 

the teams on as they play in their tournaments!  
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St. Paul Armenian Church - Sunday School 

         Thanks to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, 
Western Diocese and Christian Education Council, St. 
Paul Church clergy and parishioners, teachers, substitute 
teacher, parents, students, guests and friends in Christ at 
the Saturday School, for another wonderful Sunday 
School year! Special thanks to teachers Ashkhen         
Chamasanyan & Marina Chardukian (Pre-K & K),    
Christine Antranikian (1st & 2nd), Zar Der Mugrdechian 
(3rd & 4th), Darlene Chardukian (5th & 6th), Salpy Adams 
(7th & 8th) and Anton Kismetian (9th-12th) for their      
dedication to serve God and enlightening our kid’s     
spiritual life!  Also, a special thanks to Arthur Sargsyan 
for his dedication to help set-up and always clean-up for 
Sunday School activities every week! 
 

       God bless everyone for your support of our children 
and remember Vacation Bible School is the week of June 
18-22 at SPAC. 
 

          The Sunday School will have a joint party with the 
Saturday School on Sunday, May 20 (the last day of  
Sunday School for the 17/18 school year) so take a look 
at the attached flyer for information. 

        The Sunday School had a very exciting outing  
bowling on Sunday, April 15.  Enjoy the pictures in the 
Dajar.  Many thanks to the supporting families.  A belat-
ed happy birthday to all the April birthdays that may have 
been missed! 
 

Following are  
Sunday School events for the month of May: 

 

 Sunday, May 6 - Church Attendance together with 
Sunday School family following SS Assembly/
Gathering  (No SS luncheon after church this month) 

 

 Sunday, May 13 -  Regular Assembly, Regular Class 
Lessons 

 

 Sunday, May 20 -  Recognition Assembly, Church 
Participation and Recognition of Graduates. Joint 
Food and Fun Party with Sunday School and         
Saturday School (see flyer). 

 Picture of students on Palm Sunday 3-25-18 

Students Commemorating the Armenian  
Genocide 4-22-18 

Students at Assembly  4-22-18 
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Sunday School Bowling Outing 4-15-18 

St. Paul Armenian Church Saturday and Sunday Schools 

 
PICNIC & FUN 

 
Sunday, March 20 - starting at 12:30 p.m. (set-up at noon) 

St. Paul Armenian Church & Courtyard 
 

All Saturday and Sunday School families and friends are invited to join the fun, celebrate  
the students achievements and have a great time! 

 

Bring your favorite dessert! 
 

Saturday and Sunday School will provide delicious pizza, hot dogs, burgers, chips and drinks for 
everyone so please bring a dessert item of your choice to share along with the yummy food!  We 

will have games to play as well as two jump houses for everyone to enjoy. 
 

Please RSVP by 8 p.m. on Wednesday, May 16th with Anton Kismetian via email  
maralanton@sbcglobal.net or call 559-696-5143 
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St. Paul Ladies Society Hokejash Committee 
 

In your time of need, be assured that St. Paul Ladies Society is here to prepare a Hokejash meal for you.  We offer 3 different entrees that 
are all inclusive.  We handle large and small groups.  This is a stressful time and you can be sure the Hokejash meal will be fully taken care 
of by our committee of volunteers.  You can choose from the following items: 

  
                                              Green Salad                              Green Salad                              Green Salad 
                                             Lamb Shish Kabob                   Imperial Chicken                     Baked Lulu Kabob 
                                             Rice Pilaf                                  Rice Pilaf                                  Bulghur Pilaf 
                                             Mixed Vegetables                     Mixed Vegetables                    Mixed Vegetables 
                                             Dessert – cake                           Dessert – cake                          Dessert - cake 
                                             Coffee and Water                      Coffee and Water                     Coffee and Water 
                                             Peda Bread and butter              Peda Bread and butter             Peda Bread & butter 
                                              $20.00/person                            $16.00/person                          $16.00/person 

 

All meals include tablecloths, cloth napkins and a bud vase with roses and greenery. If you would like any additional items you may bring 
them in and we will be happy to serve them. To request Hokejash contact Isabel Chilpigian (559) 287-7904. 

     

      HEALING PRAYER  

 ́à ô Ä Ø ² Ü   ² Ô ú Â ø 

Mark Antranikian, Sahag 
Egoian, Varsenig Jiggerian, 

Pauline Basmagian 
Karnig Torosian 

 

Pastor and Parish Council 
gratefully acknowledge the 
following donations.  
 
May the Lord  
bless you. 
 
 
 
 
In Memory of  Charles Chitchjian  
Eleanor Yazijian  
 
In Memory of Lilly Oflazian 
Oganes and Agavni Mesropyan  
Beatrice Sinanian  
Azniv Tashjian  
 
In Memory of  Roupen Rafaelyan  
Kevork Poturyan  
 
In Memory of Sonia Tutelian 
Varouj and Lena Altebarmakian  
Eleanor Yazijian  

In Memory of John Moushigian 
Shenora and George Adishian  
Gerry and Nelda Baker  
Jack and Alberta Bedoian  
Isabel and Pete Chilpigian  
Barry and Carole Chooljian  
Sahag and Mary Egoian  
Lucille Gahvejian  
Paul and Margaret Hokokian  
Priscilla Kazarian  
George Kinoian  
Fritz and Sally Lauritzen  
Jackie Manoogian  
Jeff and Michelle Markarian  
Clara Margossian  
Hartune Neffian  
Jack and Melene Ouzounian  
Jeff Simonian  
Rod and Carol Stark  
Aram and Lisa Tokatian  
Mary and Karnig Torosian  
Karnie Tutunjian  
Vahak and Mary Vanoyan  
Shenora and George Adishian  

Gerry and Nelda Baker  
Jack and Alberta Bedoian  
Isabel and Pete Chilpigian  
Barry and Carole Chooljian  
Sahag and Mary Egoian  
Lucille Gahvejian  
Paul and Margaret Hokokian  
Priscilla Kazarian  
George Kinoian  
Fritz and Sally Lauritzen  
Jackie Manoogian  
Jeff and Michelle Markarian  
Clara Margossian  
Hartune Neffian  
Jack and Melene Ouzounian  
Jeff Simonian  
Rod and Carol Stark  
Aram and Lisa Tokatian  
Mary and Karnig Torosian  
Karnie Tutunjian  
Vahak and Mary Vanoyan  
 

 
 

More... 
   Easter  
      Yughakin  
          Donations 
 

Peggy Akbiyikian  
Christine Antranikian  
Haigouhie Artinian  
Vernon and Lillian Avakian 
Daisy Avedissian  
Dr. Timothy Baker  
Bethany Baker  
Isabelle ans Scott Bishop  

Seta Cholakian  
Carolyn Chooljian  
Silva Chooljian  
Bob and Sara Der Matoian 
Suren Divanyan  
Gregory and Karolina Eritzian  
Sandra Gostanian  
Jackie and Duke Grazier  
Edward and Mary Hokokian  
Paul and Margaret Hokokian  
Wayne Hotzakorgian  
Allan and Rosemary Jendian  
 

Artin and Armine Jibilian  
Mariyam Kagramanyan  
Larry and Dian Karabian  
Larry Kevorkian  
Ingrid Lion  
Jackie Manoogian  
Jirair and Armenoui Pogosian  
Jack and Christine Sislian  
Aram and Lisa Tokatian  
Mark and MaryLyn Topoozian  
Patty Torosian  
John Vogt 
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FOR            ASSISTANCE WITH CHURCH RELATED MATTERS  
                  HERE IS IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

   

                                      Monday - Friday                    Morning Services 9:30 A.M. 

                                    9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.              Divine Liturgy 10:00 A.M. 
 

     Office: (559) 226-6343     /    Fax: (559) 226-1912    /    Kitchen: (559) 224-3812      

Website: www.stpaulfresno.com     Facebook: St. Paul Fresno 
 

   KEEP IN TOUCH WITH OUR ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 

Parish Priest:                             Fr. Yessai Bedros                 226-6343                             f.isaiah@hotmail.com 
Parish Council:                         Jeff Markarian                       434-1844                       markarian@cpaplus.com  
Ladies Society:                          Darlene Chardukian            447-0256                           ochardar@comcast.net  
Men’s Forum:                           Gary Markarian                    227-2597          gary.markarian@bedrosians.com  
Senior ACYO:                           Vartush Mesropyan             916-0074                          fresnoacyo@gmail.com  
Junior ACYO:                             Thalia Colarian                      385-1109                         acyojuniors@gmail.com  
Sunday School:                         Anton Kismetian                  696-5143                        maralanto@sbcglobal.net  
Saturday School:                      Margarit Dumanyan            437-9951                      dumanyanm@yahoo.com 

 AVAKS 
 9:30am to 3:30pm 

Drive - Thru 
Dinner 

4pm to 6pm 

Ladies Society 
Fellowship 

Men’s Forum 
Fellowship 

Senior ACYO 
Fellowship 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  
Sunday & Saturday 
Schools Picnic  
12:30pm 

Saturday School 
Fellowship 

Saturday School 
10am 

 

Saturday School 
10am 

Saturday School 
10am 

 

Saturday School 
10am 

 

ACYO  
Sports Weekend  

May 25 to May 27 
Clovis West  
High School 

7th Annual  
Armenian Festival 
4:.30pm to 10pm 

Senior ACYO 
general meeting 
7pm -  Room 4 

 

Jr. ACYO 
 Pieology  

fundraiser 11am  -
9:30pm in Fig 

Garden 

mailto:acyojuniors@gmail.com
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      Nicolas Adolpho 
York DeFranchi is the 

son of James and Karen 
DeFranchi and brother of 
Celeste DeFranchi.  His 
grandparents are Adolf and 
Barbara DeFranchi and York 
and Diane Boyajian. He was 
baptized in St. Paul Armenian 
Church and has attended 
Sunday School since 

Kindergarten.  Nick is also a member of the ACYO.  He is 
graduating from Clovis West High School in June.  Nick 
played football throughout middle school and high school. 
He played the positions of offensive right tackle and 
defensive nose guard during his time on the Clovis West 
varsity team.  Nick coached Lil Gridiron Football Camps 
for elementary school students each summer throughout 
high school.  He is also a member of the CW varsity track 
team, participating in shotput and discs.  Nick was part of 
the Clovis West Robotics Team and held the office of 
Outreach Manager.  He will be attending Clovis 
Community College in the fall and has been accepted into 
the Honor’s Program.  Nick’s major is undecided but he is 
interested in a combined business and computer science 
degree.  He enjoys drawing, writing, snowboarding, video 
games, card games, and spending time with his friends and 
family.  His favorite place to get away is Lake Tahoe.   

        Garrett Raymond 

Grazier graduated from      

Arizona State University in      

December, 2017, with Bachelors’       

Degrees in Political    Science and 

Communications and a Business 

Certificate in Marketing.  He is 

the son of Duke and Jacqueline 

Grazier and the grandson of 

Zaven (dec.) and Sylvia Chooljian 

of Fresno and Ret. Col. Ray (dec.) and Mary Grazier of     

Huntington Beach, CA.  Garrett was baptized at St. Paul      

Armenian Church and grew up attending St. Paul Sunday 

School.  He was an active member of the ACYO and attended 

Western Diocese Summer Camp.  While at ASU, he joined the 

TEKE    fraternity and made many new friends.  He will be 

starting a career in Tempe,  Arizona at Mass Mutual.  Prior to 

his training, he will be taking a trip to Europe this spring.  

On behalf of the Parish Priest and the entire family of St.Paul Armenian Church  
we congratulate our graduates. May God’s richest blessings be with them on their graduation and always.  

May He also be their guide and grant them success in their future endeavors.  

DEAR GRADUTES 
 

In the June/July issue of the Dajar we will    
recognize high school, college and university  

graduates in our parish.  
Please e-mail a biography with a photo to                     

info@stpaulfresno.com.  
 

Deadline for entries for June is Monday, 
May 21.

ST. PAUL PROJECTS 
 

ORDER FROM THE ST. PAUL 
WEBSITE 

WWW.STPAULFRESNO.COM.  
St. Paul receives 4% of your purchase 

SIGN UP FOR THE SHARES  
PROGRAM AT  

SAVEMART/FOODMAXX.  
3% comes back to St. Paul 
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Owner 

Post Office Box 583 

Fowler / CA / 93625 / USA 

P: 559.301.POOL (7665) 

E. AquaBluePoolCare@Live.com 

Dolphy trusts 

The Aqua Blue Man 


